
Cosmic Christmas:
The Prologue of John’s Gospel

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came to be through him, and
without him nothing came to be. What came to be through him was life, and this
life was the light of the human race; the light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness has not overcome it.
John 1:1-5

Matthew, Mark, and Luke have their fair share of symbolism and mystery, but
compared to John, they tell a straight story of Jesus.  John, on the other hand,
tells a cosmic story.  It is chock-full of rich metaphors and double-meanings.
Whereas the other three Gospels are meant to make Christ and Christianity more
plainly understood, John’s goal is almost the opposite: to plunge our
understanding into a deep pool of mystery.  Like art, philosophy, and poetry,
John’s Gospel is meant to be savored slowly, and to be pondered. This becomes
evident from the very start by comparing Matthew’s and Luke’s Christmas stories,
filled with babies, stars, travelers, shepherds and farm animals, with John’s
cosmic Hymn to the mystery of the Incarnation: The Prologue of John, John
1:1-18.

The first verse of John’s Gospel parallels the first verse of the entire Bible: “In the
beginning… (Genesis 1:1).”  Genesis tells us that in the beginning there was a
dark abyss.  Then God said “Let there be light.”  And there was light.  John tells
us that “in the beginning” of the story of Christ, God spoke again: “There was the
Word,” and again light appeared: “The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness has not overcome it. (John 1:5).”

John reflects upon the relationship between “The Word” and God, the Creator.

In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God,

and the Word was God. (John 1:1)



So which is it?  Was the Word with God or was the Word God?  The answer is
yes!  John is touching upon the mystery of Christ being one with the Father and
yet somehow distinct from the Father as well.  He calls on the metaphor of Word
for help.  If I share with you some thought or feeling I’m having, I am sharing with
you my inner self.  I am communicating my inner self to the outer world.  My
words, because they are an articulation of my inner self, are both “me and not
me.”  Likewise, Christ is an articulation of the inner self of the Trinity.  The inner
self of the Trinity is now in the outer world.  And this articulation of the Trinity is
both “with” the Trinity and “is” the Trinity.  Thus, “The Word was with God.  And
the Word was God.” This is heady stuff!  And we’ve only gotten through the first
few verses of John!

It’s clear to see now why practically all of our favorite Carols are based on
Matthew’s and Luke’s Christmases and practically none of them go near John’s
Christmas.  John’s Christmas requires that we put down our candy-canes and
furry red hats.  To reflect with John, we must clear our cluttered Christmas hearts
and minds and move to a quieter space within ourselves.  “Christ is so much
more than a touching children’s story,” John seems to be telling us.  “Marvel in
awe at the mystery of it all!” he cries out to us.  The impoverished baby in
swaddling clothes is none other than the articulation of our God, summoning
again the Light that shatters the darkness of our lives—from the abyss of our
petty family squabbles to the abyss of global annihilation.

Do we believe this Good News?  Do we trust that right now, right here and
everywhere else in the Cosmos, the light has come into the world, and the
darkness will not overcome it?
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